
Minutes of the 289th meeting of Stainton and Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday 11 August 2026 at 7pm in Memorial Hall, Stainton.

Present:  Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), D. Coupe, B. Neale, D. Lister, M. Russell, A. Cooper
J. Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
Members of the Public: 1
Police: PCSO Lee Fitzpatrick, PCSO Sara Brown

58/26.  Apologies for absence: Cllr. A. Ward (unwell).

59/26.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr. Liddle. Item 65/26

60/26.  Approval of Minutes – The Minutes of the 288th meeting of the Parish Council held on 9 June 2026 were approved by members present, recorded as a true record and signed by the Chair.

61/26.  Public Participation – None

62/26.  Matters arising from the Minutes.
a. Middlesbrough Council Draft Local Plan – The plan is still with the Inspectors. However there has been a statement of common ground from the Highways Agency and Middlesbrough Council. The Highways Agency will not object to the Local Plan if the suggested extra traffic measures are included. 
b. Parking and Speeding problems in Stainton and Thornton – Cllr. Coupe that reported earlier today he had completed a ‘walk the ward’ with a representative from Middlesbrough Council and had requested another Community Speedwatch as he was still getting complaints from residents about the speed of vehicles on Hemlington Road. 
Cllr. Russell highlighted the parking issues (footpaths obstructed by inconsiderate parking of vehicle) on Rose Cottage 3.  This is not a council issue, and incidents should be reported to the police.
c. Communication with Middlesbrough Council – No further progress. Cllr. Lister to liaise with Cllr. Coupe and prepare a letter of complaint to the Mayor for the next full meeting of Middlesbrough Council in September.

63//26. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council. – August 2026
1. The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Clerk & Councils Direct, The Clerk.
2. NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all councillors where appropriate.
3. Financial Statement 11.8.26.
Balance at 9.6.26: £30818.40
Income since last meeting: Nil
Expenditure since last meeting: £1063.59
Balance at 11.8.26: £29754.81
	
	Date
	Payee
	Reason
	How paid
	Amount

	18.6.26.
	A. Liddle
	Retirement gift
	BACS
	72.97

	18.6.26.
	Virtually Branded
	Website – July
	BACS
	30.00

	30.6.26.
	HMRC
	PAYE – June
	BACS
	79.20

	30.6.26.
	J. Holmes
	Salary – June
	BACS
	316.61

	30.6.26.
	Unity Trust Bank
	Service charge
	Direct
	7.00

	6.7.26.
	A. Russell
	Plants – EC
	BACS
	12.00

	6.7.26.
	Baines Jewitt
	Professional services
	BACS
	93.00

	24.7.26.
	Virtually Branded
	Website – August
	BACS
	30.00

	31.7.26.
	C. Wren
	Plants – EC
	BACS
	10.00

	31.7.26.
	J. Holmes
	Salary - July
	BACS
	316.61

	31.7.26.
	HMRC
	PAYE – July
	BACS
	79.20

	31.7.26.
	Unity Trust Bank
	Service charge
	Direct
	7.00

	3.8.26.
	P. Burton
	Plants – EC
	BACS
	10.00

	
	
	
	
	1063.59



RESOLVED: All payments authorised.

        64/26. Committee Reports.
	
a) Planning – Cllr. Liddle.  
No contentious issues on recent local applications. To note that Stockton Council are in the process of preparing its Local Plan which may impact adversely to our Parish Council especially in relation to traffic flow.
To also note that Newby Parish Council (North Yorkshire) have again objected to planning application for 13 chalets at Newby Farm. Package treatment plants would discharge into Stainton Beck and access to the development from Stokesley Road, in our parish area, could be problematic.

b) Environment – Cllr. Cooper
Residents continue to look after the planters and troughs in Stainton and Thornton, purchasing the plants and reclaiming their costs from the Parish Council. The wooden planter at the Strait Lane/Low Lane junction needs replacing. Cllr. Russell to attend to this. New rose bushes for the old WI rosebed in High Rifts under consideration.
	
c) Crime and Disorder – Cllr. Neale
PCSOs Lee Fitzpatrick and Sara Brown attended the meeting and reported on the low July crime statistics for this area. They also explained how ‘Operation Endurance’ was having success with off-road motorcycles, with vehicles being seized and destroyed.
The importance of reporting incidents to the police was re-emphasised by councillors present and the police.

      65/26.  Friends of Stainton and Thornton Green Spaces 
  Councillors discussed the annual donation  to the Friends Group, to help with the everyday 
  running costs of the group and decided after discussion to increase the annual donation to    
  £500.
	  RESOLVED: The donation to the FSTGS be increased to £500 per annum.

  The Maintenance Grant, payable to the Friends Group in order for them to maintain parish 
                council assets - seats, noticeboards, sculptures etc. was increased to £1500 per annum.
	  RESOLVED: The Maintenance Grant payable to the FSTGS be increased to £1500 per annum.
      
      66/26.  Risk Assessments.
 Annual risk assessments of parish council assets were now due and will be completed by Cllr.
               Russell (Seats), Clerk (Noticeboards), Cllr. Liddle (Planters, troughs, sculptures).

     67/26.  Cleveland Local Councils Association – Cllr. Liddle reported he attended a CLCA meeting in      
 Billingham where new staffing for CLCA was discussed and subscriptions to NALC and CLCA would be issued once electorate numbers were known. A further meeting is to be held next month.
 

     68/26.  Date & Time of next meeting:  Tuesday 6 October 2026. 7pm in the Memorial Hall.
    

 Meeting closed at 8.30pm. 




Agreed and signed as a true record. ……………………………………………………………….. Date. …………….

   


 Minutes taken by J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton. TS8 9BB.  01642 296060. 07980 572115
   	 clerk@staintonandthorntonparishcouncil.org.uk 
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