The Minutes of the AGM of the Friends of Stainton and Thornton Green Spaces held on Monday, 15 June 2026 at 10am in the Parish Room, Stainton.

1. Chair’s Welcome – Cllr. A. Liddle (Chair) welcomed those present, A. Conroy, G. Edwards, D. Fewtrell, 
B. Hogarth, S. Antrobus (TVWLT), Cllr. D. Coupe, J. Holmes (Secretary).

2. Apologies: C. Dean, D. Sanders, C. McLean, M. Moore

3. Minutes of the meeting held 24 November 2025 – Agreed and accepted as a true record.

4. Matters arising from above Minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda – None

5. Chair’s Report for the year 2025 - 2026	
During the last year, it was with great sadness that we announced the death of Brian Chapman, who was the founder of the group, initially as The Quarry Management Group in the 1990’s to where we are today. Brian, as a parish councillor, alongside Christine Marr who was chair of the Community Council was responsible for obtaining the 25-year lease on Kell Gate Green from the Pennyman Estate allowing us to create a valuable green space in the centre of the two villages for play, recreation and nature. Our thoughts and condolences go to all his family, and we are indebted to him for his many years of service and the legacy he leaves behind.
During the last year, the group has continued to maintain most of the green spaces in the village, paying particular attention to the quarry and improving Kell Gate Green. Following the purchase of the ride-on mower a couple of years ago, the grass cutting has become a lot easier. It has also helped us keep the wet area in Kell Gate Green more “under control”. Middlesbrough Borough Council continue to cut the flat areas in the quarry and Kell Gate Green but no longer cut the High Rifts Field OR the rides in Maelor’s Wood, something we need to discuss with Area Care at MBC. This is an ongoing situation and needs to be resolved, particularly in Maelor’s Wood.
The monthly/bi-monthly Sunday morning sessions organised by Chris Dean, Dave Sanders and his wife Sharon in conjunction with Sue Antrobus from Tees Valley Wildlife Trust in Maelor’s Wood is ongoing with several local residents turning up to help. Crown lifting, clearing the long grass around the sculptures and rubbings trail posts and treating/varnishing the seats and sculptures, as well as planting more wildflowers are the main activities.
Through the efforts of Geoff Edwards, we have been successful in obtaining a grant of £2000.00 from Tees Millions to develop, produce and print a new circular walk leaflet as well as providing new noticeboards and seats. This has augmented our continued funding from both the parish and community councils, and we would like to thank both the parish and the community councils for their continued financial support.
Finally, a big thank you to all our volunteers who work week after week to keep the area looking so well.
Alan Liddle, Chair.  June 2026

6. Treasurer’s Report for year ending 31.5.26.
Finance Summary June 2026
		  	 £
End June 2025 - bank statement -	9817.75.     (Inc -  PC Grant)
Income since June 2025 - 	  	2251.75      (Inc – Grant, CC + Interest)
				Total	12069.50
Minus Spend	                               	  1426.21     (Includes May ‘26 Spend)
End of April 2026 – bank statement	10642.61
Main Spend Headings -
J Tarron - £420.00				
Service + repair Ride –on £298.19	
Revenue / repairs – Machines service, Rubber + Glue NB, Gloves, etc.  £283.43
Plants – £170.94 (Mealor’s Wood)		
Fuel – £81.02				 
New Equipment / Installation – Blades, Magnets + Post Crete (New Notice Board)  £72.57
Insurance – £98.56   	
Hall Hire – £25.00 	
Gifts - £37.49 – Whiskey x 2	

7. Nominations and election of Officers 2026
Chair:  Alan Liddle.                 	Nominated by G. Edwards, Seconded by B. Hogarth.
Vice Chair: Geoff Edwards.   	Nominated by A. Liddle, Seconded by A. Conroy.
Treasurer:  Alan Conroy.       	Nominated by A. Liddle, Seconded by G. Edwards.
Secretary: Jim Holmes.         	Nominated by A. Liddle, Seconded by G. Edwards.

8. Tees Millions Grant – Progress report.  Geoff Edwards reported that following the successful grant application a noticeboard had been purchased and erected, with the permission of landowner Taylor Wimpey, near the play area on Rose Cottage 3. Middlesbrough Council have recently informed Taylor Wimpey that planning permission was required for the noticeboard and suggested a retrospective planning application be made. Enquiries and clarification currently being sought from Middlesbrough Council.
Seats designated for Rose Cottage 1 and Rose Cottage 3 currently in abeyance until planning matters are clarified.
250 circular walk leaflets now ready for publication.

9. Maelor’s Wood – Sunday sessions.  Sue Antrobus reported that the Sunday morning sessions in Maelor’s Wood had attracted local residents, young and old. A further session will be held in August.
High Rifts field requires an annual cut as do the rides in Maelor’s Wood. Recent street works on Stainton Way now prevent access for MBC cutting machines. Sue to contact Gary Hill (MBC Area Care) and request a site visit to look at the access problem.

10. Habitat Management and Maintenance Schedule – Alan Conroy circulated an updated schedule which was discussed at length and agreed.

11.  Fallen tree in the Quarry near the Owl Seat – A large tree had fallen, naturally, in the Quarry near the Owl Seat. It presents no danger to the public in its present state. To remove the tree, it would need to be cut in several places and the advice of Stephen Johnson (Tree surgeon) is to be requested. Creating a sculpture (in memory of Brian Chapman) is another consideration.  Sue Antrobus stated that the bridge between the Quarry steps and Kell Gate Green was at the instigation of Brian Chapman and a suitable plaque on the bridge would be a fitting memorial.

12. Work/jobs for the coming year – As per the Habitat Management and Maintenance Schedule. Repairs to the vandalised picnic bench in the Quarry were necessary.

13. Green Spaces Forum – The next meeting of the forum would be at Natures World on 24 June. These were very informative meetings,  exchanging views with other green spaces groups. Chair to attend.

14. Any other business – None

15. Date and Time of next meeting – September/October.  To be confirmed.




Signed:  ……………………………………………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………………….

Meeting closed at 12 noon.
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