Minutes of the 32nd Annual Meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on
Tuesday, 15 May 2018 at 7.15 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), D. Coupe (Vice Chair), C. Dean, A. Cooper.
J. Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
29/18. Election of a Chair of the Parish Council for 2018/2019. The Clerk, as Proper Officer,
requested nominations for Chair. Cllr. A. Liddle was proposed by Cllr. A. Cooper and seconded
by Cllr. D.Coupe. There were no other nominations. Cllr. Alan Liddle accepted the position
and was unanimously re-elected as Chair. He then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of
Office.
30/18. Election of Vice Chair of the Council for 2018/2019. Nominations were invited for
the position of Vice Chair. Cllr. D. Coupe was proposed by Cllr. C. Dean and seconded by Cllr.
A. Liddle. There were no other nominations. Cllr. David Coupe accepted the position and duly
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
31/18. Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs. A. Conroy and B. Neale (both on
holiday).
32/18. Adoption of Standing Orders. The NALC 2018 Model Standing Orders were reviewed
and adopted by the Council without alteration. Copies will be sent to all councillors. Resolved:
2018 Model Standing Orders adopted by the Council.
33/18. The Annual Report of the Chair of the Council for 2017/2018. The Annual Report was
read out by the Chair and accepted by the Council. Resolved: Annual Report to be displayed
on village noticeboards and on Parish Council webpage on MBC Website. Hard copies to be
made available on request to the Clerk.
34/18. The Financial Accounts of the Council for the financial year to 31 March 2018 and
the Report of the Responsible Financial Officer (the Clerk). The Parish Council accounts for
2017/2018 and the Report of the Responsible Financial Officer were agreed and accepted and
duly signed by the Chair and the RFO. Resolved: The NALC Model Financial Regulations were
adopted by the Parish Council and Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk).
35/18. Annual Governance Statement 2017/18. – was approved by the Parish Council and
signed by Chair and Clerk.
36/18. Accounting Statements 2017/18 – approved by Parish Council at meeting held
10.4.18. and duly signed by RFO and Chair.
37/18. Assets Register. The Assets Register, updated by the Clerk was agreed and accepted.
Cllr. Conroy to be asked to review the document.
38/18. To review the Committee arrangements of the Council and elect Committee Chairs.
It was agreed that the existing committee arrangements would continue. Cllr. Coupe was
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proposed by Cllr. Liddle and seconded by Cllr. Cooper as Chair of the Environment Committee
(aka Green Finger Gang) with the Clerk continuing as Secretary. Cllr. Liddle would continue to
Chair the Planning Committee and the Crime and Disorder Committee, both of which
comprised the full Parish Council. Resolved: Existing committee arrangements to continue.
39/18. To elect Members to the Environment Committee. Members and volunteers were
invited to continue as at present. Cllrs. Coupe, Cooper and Liddle would attend meetings.
Residents on the committee would be confirmed at its next meeting. New members and
volunteers were very welcome. A change of committee name to the ‘Green Finger Gang’ was
thought to be a less formal title and may encourage new members to join.
40/18. Parish Council members of the Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces,
confirmation of insurance cover for the group and payment of water charges for field
alongside Kell Gate Green. Members attending meetings of FSTGS were Cllrs. Coupe, Liddle
and Conroy. Minutes of their meetings would be issued to all parish councillors who were all
welcome to join the FSTGS group. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council insurance also
covered the FSTGS group and the Council also paid the water charges relating to the field
alongside Kell Gate Green.
41/18. Membership review of Cleveland Local Council’s Association, appointment of
representatives to CLCA and authorisation of payment of CLCA subscription. The Council’s
membership was reviewed and Cllr. Liddle proposed, seconded by Cllr. Coupe, continuation
of membership. The Chair and Vice Chair were duly re-appointed and agreed to continue as
the two representatives to the CLCA, and payment of CLCA subscription was authorised by
the Parish Council. Resolved: Membership of CLCA to continue. Payment of CLCA subscription
authorised.
42/18. Review of Insurance Cover of the Council and payment authorisation of next annual
premium due on 1 June 2018. Insurance cover was discussed. Current brokers, Came &
Company had provided 3 quotations. Council decided that the recommended Local Council
Scheme policy by the insurers Inspire provided the appropriate cover at the most reasonable
cost - £588.05. Resolved: Renewal of insurance cover via Came & Company authorised.
43/18. Review of salary level of the Clerk to the Council. The salary of the previous clerk was
reviewed annually at this meeting. She has since retired, and the present clerk was appointed
on 1 September 2017. However, as previously having served as a councillor the present clerk,
by law, is unable to claim a salary for a period of twelve months. Resolved: The salary and
contract of employment for the present clerk to be arranged from 1 September 2018.
44/18. Clerk’s report of any urgent correspondence and to authorise any urgent
expenditure. None.
45/18. Planning Applications requiring a response before next meeting. None
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46/18. Review of the Budget of the Council for 2018/19. With finances in a healthy state it
was agreed that costings be sought for the setting up and maintenance of a Parish Council
website (£500) and also the purchase of a roadside speed display unit (£2000). Elections are
due in May 2019 and monies will need setting aside to cover any election costs (£1000).
47/18. New agenda items for future Parish Council meetings. It was agreed that the
‘Middlesbrough Local Plan – Preferred options’ be added to future agendas as there would
be continuous debate until full consultation was complete.
48/18. Date and Time of next business meeting of the Parish Council. Tuesday, 12 June
2018, 7.15pm in the Memorial Hall

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date ......................

Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
staintonparishcouncil@btinternet.com Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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Minutes of the 239th meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday,
12 June 2018 at 7.15 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), D. Coupe, A. Conroy, C. Dean, B. Neale, A. Cooper.
J. Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
Preceding the Parish Council meeting was an Open Forum where Middlesbrough Council
outlined their Preferred Options in relation to the Local Plan. Representing Middlesbrough
Council was Paul Clarke, Charlton Gibben and Alex Conti who responded to questions and
concerns raised by over 50 residents/members of the public.
47/18. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – Cllr. D.Fewtrell (Holiday)
48/18. Public Participation – Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council
– None
49/18. The Minutes of the 238th meeting held on Tuesday 10 April 2018 were approved by
the Parish Council and duly signed as a true record by the Chair.
50/18. The Minutes of the 32nd Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 15 May 2018 were
approved by the Parish Council and duly signed as a true copy by the Chair.
51/18. Matters arising from the above Minutes
a) Neighbourhood Plan – An update was given by the Chair. Now that the Preferred
Options document had been released by Middlesbrough Council the Neighbourhood
Plan group will be in a position to finalise policies. The next meeting is scheduled for
26 June.
b) Provision of Bus Services through Stainton – The bus service provided by Stagecoach
is being well used and the MD of Stagecoach will be addressing the next meeting of
the Community Council where it is expected that an extension to the present route,
taking in Coulby Newham and the Parkway Centre will be announced.
The free bus service operated by the Parkway Centre on a Monday and Friday
continues to be well used.
c) Dog Fouling Problems – More prominent signage showing the penalties for dog
fouling has been requested by residents. Enquiries to be made with MBC to source
appropriate signage.
d) Gala Day 2018 – A group of residents have well advanced plans in hand to ensure the
Gala Day goes ahead as scheduled on Sunday 15 July. The next meeting of the Gala
Day group is on Tuesday 19 June in the Memorial Hall.
e) 106 Monies – It was understood that whilst MBC were holding the 106 monies
received from Taylor Wimpey the Deed of Variation which would allocate £20,000 to
this area had still to be signed by the builders. Chair to contact Taylor Wimpey for
clarification.
f) General Data Protection Regulations – The Parish Council had registered with the
Information Commissioners’ Office as a public authority and had received the
appropriate certificate, with effect from 8.5.18.
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g) Parish Council Website – The Clerk had made enquiries and found that the Parish
Council can easily support its own website and domain name for very little outlay. As
well as being able to publish council information parish councillors would have
separate email addresses linked to the website.
Resolved: Parish Council to create and maintain its own website.
h) Roadside Speed Display Unit – Following a decision to fund the provision of a roadside
speed display unit for use in the Stainton and Thornton areas Cllr. Coupe had been in
conversation with MBC to trial various systems before purchase.
52/18. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council
a. The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Clerk & Councils Direct
and Clerk.
b. NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all
councillors where appropriate.
c. Financial Statement 12.6.18.
Income since last meeting: £7206. Precept and Council Tax Grant from MBC,
Expenditure since last meeting: £2003.91. Approval required.
10.4.18.
10.4.18.
2.5.18.
2.5.18.
16.5.18.
23.5.18.
24.5.18.
29.5.18.
1.6.18.
4.6.18.
5.6.18.
6.6.18.
6.6.18.

£250.22
£29.79
£17.00
£35.00
£588.05
£115.20
£11.05
£121.60
£20.00
£50.00
£56.00
£590.00
£120.00

NALC.
J.Holmes
CLCA
ICO
Came & Co
Baines Jewitt
WAVE
Prontaprint
MBC
C.Whitehead
H.Heaviside
Rainbow Nursery
Pallet Earth

Subscription 2018.
Office supplies
LCR Subscription
GDPR registration
Insurance renewal
HMRC RTI submissions
Water rates KGG.
Newsletters
Printing
Internal Audit
Plants & compost. EC.
Plants & compost. EC.
Planters. EC.

Balances: Parish Council £12390.40 Neighbourhood Plan £550.00 Total: £12940.40
Resolved: All payments aforementioned approved.
53/18. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR Part 2) 2017/18
The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer has completed the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2017/18 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
a) The Certificate of Exemption was completed and dated 10.4.18.
b) The Annual Internal Audit Report 2017/18 was undertaken and signed by an independent
internal auditor on 29.5.18.
c) The Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 was approved by the Parish Council and
signed by the Chairman and Clerk on 12.6.18.
d) The Accounting Statements 2017/18 were approved by the Parish Council and signed by
the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer on 12.6.18.
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Resolved: Copies of all documents mentioned above to be published on the Middlesbrough
Council Website, Stainton & Thornton Parish Council webpage by 2.7.18.
54/18 Committee Reports:
a) Planning: - Nil
b) Environment Committee (aka Green Finger Gang): Bedding plants for summer
planting in various troughs and planters had been sourced, supplied and delivered to
those residents who maintain them on behalf of the Parish Council. Total cost for
plants and compost £590.00 (Rainbow Plant Centre). 2 barrel planters had been
acquired from MBC, free of charge, to replace similar broken planters at Thornton. 2
new planters had been purchased and delivered from ‘Pallet Earth’ (£120.00). Next
meeting scheduled for 3.7.18. in the Memorial Hall.
c) Crime and Disorder: Cllr Coupe reported that his neighbour has recently suffered a
house burglary and Cllr Liddle reported on the damage and vandalism in the Quarry
and Maelor’s Wood. Incidents of inconsiderate parking of vehicles were still occurring
and the situation continues to be monitored.
55/18. Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces: Cllr. Liddle reported that the AGM will
be held in the Church Room, 10am on 9.7.18. Written quotes had been requested and
received for footpath improvements in the Quarry and Kell Gate Green as well as field drains
in High Rifts field and near the pond in Kell Gate Green. Work would commence once the 106
monies were received.
Cllr.Conroy requested that the annual donation (£200) to the Friends Group be authorised
together with the Seats and Noticeboards maintenance fund (£500) as maintenance was
ongoing throughout the year.
Resolved: Annual Donation (£200) to FSTGS and Seats and Noticeboard Maintenance Fund
(£500) authorised and released.
56/18. Parish Council Insurance – The policy for Stainton & Thornton Parish Council and The
Friends of Stainton and Thornton Green Spaces was renewed on 1.6.18. with Came &
Company Local Council Insurance at a cost of £588.05. All documents are held by the Clerk.
57/18. Cleveland Local Council Association – Cllr Liddle reported on the meeting held 9.5.18.
where the main topic was a proposed joint meeting with the Tees Valley Mayor on 28.6.18.
and a list of subjects to be discussed agreed. There is to be a Pre-Meeting on 18.6.18. and Cllr.
Coupe will be in attendance representing the Parish Council.
58/18. Date of the 240th meeting of the Parish Council: Tuesday 14 August 2018. 7.15pm
in the Memorial Hall.

The Chair formally closed the meeting at 10pm

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date ..................................
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Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
staintonparishcouncil@btinternet.com Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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Minutes of the 240th meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday,
14 August 2018 at 7.15 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), D. Coupe, A. Conroy, C. Dean, D. Fewtrell. J.
Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
59/18. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – Cllrs. A. Cooper, B. Neale. (Holidays)
60/18. Register of Members’ Interests – In accordance with Middlesbrough Council’s Code
of Conduct and Regulations the requisite forms of registration of interests were distributed
to all councillors for completion and return to the Monitoring Officer in due course.
61/18. Public Participation – Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council
– None
62/18. The Minutes of the 239th meeting held on Tuesday 12 June 2018 were approved by
the Parish Council and duly signed as a true record by the Chair.
63/18. Matters arising from the above Minutes
a) Neighbourhood Plan/Middlesbrough Council Local Plan – Preferred Options. – An
update was given by the Chair including the response by the Parish Council to the Local
Plan Preferred Options. The Neighbourhood Plan wording of policies regarding future
development is almost complete. When finalised the plan would need to be approved
by the Neighbourhood Plan Group and the Parish Council after which it would be
submitted to the Inspector for approval, hopefully before the end of the year. It is
anticipated the completed Neighbourhood Plan would be submitted to Middlesbrough
Council in early 2019. The next meeting of the NP Group is scheduled for 21 August.
b) Provision of Bus Services through Stainton – The extension to the current service is
due to commence on 3 September when buses will also be routed to Hemlington,
Coulby Newham and the Parkway Centre. The re-positioning of 2 bus stops (bottom of
Strait Lane and Hemlington Road opposite Fawcett Avenue) is still to be completed by
Tees Valley Connect.
c) Dog Fouling Problems – Still an ongoing problem. Some dog fouling signs have been
damaged and need replacing. New signs have been requested from MBC.
d) Gala Day 2018 – The event held on 15 July proved very successful and was well
attended by local residents making a profit of just over £1000. This money would be
carried forward to fund future events however the Gala Day group donated £300 (£100
each) to the 3 charities who attended on the day.
e) 106 Monies – The Chair reported he had been in contact with Gina Dowson, Lawyer
with Taylor Wimpey who confirmed the amended documentation was awaiting
signature by their Land Department before being returned to Middlesbrough Council.
f) General Data Protection Regulations – In accordance with the regulations each
councillor had recently been served with an appropriate Privacy Notice. A GDPR Toolkit
for local councils had been published by NALC and circulated to all councillors for their
information
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g) Parish Council Website – The Clerk reported the website was currently under
construction and the content is being constantly evaluated against similar council
websites. At this stage there has been no cost to the Parish Council.
h) Roadside Speed Display Unit – Cllr. Coupe reported that he had arranged with
Middlesbrough Council to site units in Stainton and Thornton, monitoring vehicle
speeds. The data would be analysed and reported back to the Parish Council in due
course.
64/18. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council
The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Local Council Review, The
Clerk and CPRE North East Newsletter.
NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all councillors
where appropriate.
Financial Statement 14.8.18.
Income since last meeting: Nil
Expenditure since last meeting: £1061.90 Approval required.
28.6.18.
28.6.18.
28.6.18.
28.6.18.
4.7.18.
4.7.18.
14.7.18.
14.7.18.
14.7.18.
6.8.18.

Hall Hire (Parish Council)
Hall Hire (Neighbourhood Plan)
Hall Hire (Environment Committee)
CDLAC (GDPR Training)
FSTGS (Annual Donation)
FSTGS (Maintenance Contract)
Baines Jewitt (Professional Services)
A.Liddle (Compost)
A.Liddle (Printer Inks NP)
Prontaprint (Newsletters)

48.00
48.00
16.00
27.00
200.00
500.00
38.40
37.00
24.00
123.50

Balances: Parish Council £11400.50 Neighbourhood Plan £478.00 Total: £11878.50
Resolved: All payments aforementioned approved.
The Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statement 2017/18 approved by the
Council, signed by the Chair and RFO has been published and available for public viewing on
the MBC website on the web page ‘Stainton and Thornton Parish Council Accounts 2017-18’.

65/18 Committee Reports:
a) Planning: - Recent planning applications received were non-contentious and included:
4 Glebe Gardens – Single Storey extension to rear. (18/0479/FUL).
10 Roseberry Drive – 2 dormers with windows to side. (18/0431/FUL).
Stainton Vale Farm – Single storey extension to side. (18/0436/FUL).
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Chair reported that he had received notification regarding the Hemlington North Draft
Development issued by Middlesbrough Council which suggested they would relax the
restrictions on building height and allow more than 2 storey properties to be built on
that site. This is contrary to the current planning restrictions (Local Plan H23) and if
permitted could open the ‘floodgates’ to other developments within the parish council
area. Following discussion, it was unanimously decided to write to Middlesbrough
Council and object strongly to this proposal.
Resolved: Chair to write to Middlesbrough Council on behalf of the Parish Council
objecting to the proposals contained in the Hemlington North Draft Development
Plan.
b) Environment Committee (aka Green Finger Gang): Cllr. Coupe reported that the
summer planting by volunteers and residents was evident to all with wonderful floral
displays throughout the two villages. There were 2 new planters to be positioned and
the sites would be decided at the next Environment meeting which would be on 28
August 2018, 6.30pm in the Memorial Hall.
c) Crime and Disorder: No incidents of serious crime had been brought to the attention
of the Parish Council however that had been reported anti-social behaviour by persons
camping in High Rifts field. Concern had been expressed about persons purporting to
be ex-offenders going door-to-door trying to sell household cleaning materials.
Certain parts of Stainton were a designated ‘no cold calling area’ and it was suggested
that this be extended to all of the village. Although not enforceable, the appropriate
signage may deter future incidents. Cllr. Coupe to contact Julie Pearce at MBC
regarding signage.
66/18. Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces: Cllr. Liddle reported that the AGM
was held on 9 July. The Thursday morning group now had dedicated teams allocated to areas
and tasks. The recent spell of dry weather had allowed the teams to continue the
maintenance of seats and noticeboards. The tree thinning programme in Maelor Wood is
ongoing and a grant application made to ‘Awards for All’ which is currently under
consideration. Special thanks go to Alan Conroy and Nick Cubitt who have done tremendous
restoration work to the damaged badger carvings. These carvings will be re-sited in a more
public viewed area in the hope that risk of vandalism will be greatly reduced.
67/18. Clerk to the Parish Council – Contract of employment, Hours of work, Pay and
allowances.
Regulations had decreed that the current Clerk to the Parish Council, previously a parish
councillor, could not be paid for undertaking the role for a period of 12 months from
commencement. The 12 month period expires on 31 August and the Clerk would be entitled
to receive pay and allowances in accordance with current NJC National Agreement on Pay and
Conditions of Service for Local Government Services as from 1 September 2018. After
discussion it was decided that the clerk’s weekly hours of work would total 7 hours and the
salary scale point would be SCP 17 - £9.68 per hour. A contract of employment and job
description would be drawn up.
Resolved: A contract of employment between Stainton and Thornton Parish Council and Mr
James Holmes, Clerk to the Council be drawn up and signed by both parties
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68/18. Cleveland Local Council Association – Cllr Liddle reported on the meeting held
19.6.18. with the Tees Valley Mayor, Ben Houchen. The Mayor explained how he had high
hopes for the SSI site at Redcar and also the future operation of Teesside Airport. Constructive
conversations were had addressing issues appertaining to local councils represented at the
meeting. It is anticipated that the Tees Valley Mayor will attend a meeting of the Community
Council in November.
69/18. Memorial Hall Clock – The Chair of the Trustees of the Memorial Hall, Stainton was
requesting the Parish and Community Councils to share the cost (£550) of recent repairs to
the Memorial Hall Clock and that any future maintenance be split three ways. The request
was accompanied by a brief history of installation and maintenance since 1999. Following
discussion, it was agreed that there was no record of responsibility for the Parish Council to
maintain or repair the clock which was under the ownership of the Memorial Hall. The Parish
Council was minded not to enter into any agreement for future maintenance as it would be
constrained by its adopted Financial Regulations. However, as a goodwill gesture it was
agreed that the sum of £100 be donated towards the cost of recent repairs.
Resolved: The sum of £100 be donated to Stainton Memorial Hall in respect of recent clock
repairs.
70/18. Asset Register – It was agreed that Cllr. A. Conroy undertake a review of the assets of
the Parish Council and that any under item under the value of £100 be disregarded.
Resolved: In determining the assets of the Parish Council any item under the value of £100
will be disregarded.
71/18. Date of the 241st meeting of the Parish Council: Tuesday 9 October 2018. 7.15pm
in the Memorial Hall.

The Chair formally closed the meeting at 9.30pm

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date ..................................

Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
staintonparishcouncil@btinternet.com Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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Minutes of the 241st meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday, 9
October 2018 at 7pm in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors D. Coupe (Vice Chair), A. Conroy, C. Dean, A. Cooper, B. Neale,
J. Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
72/18. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – Cllrs. A. Liddle, D. Fewtrell.
73/18. Public Participation – Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council
– None
74/18. The Minutes of the 240th meeting held on Tuesday 14 August 2018 were approved
by the Parish Council and duly signed as a true record by the Vice Chair.
75/18. Matters arising from the above Minutes
a) Neighbourhood Plan - An update was given by the Vice Chair. Slow but positive
progress was being made by the Neighbourhood Plan Group who were now
concentrating on the wording of policies. When finalised the plan would need to be
approved by the Neighbourhood Plan Group and the Parish Council after which it
would be submitted to the Inspector for approval, hopefully before the end of the year.
It is anticipated the completed Neighbourhood Plan would be submitted to
Middlesbrough Council in early 2019. The next meeting of the NP Group is scheduled
for 23 October.
b) Provision of Bus Services through Stainton – The extension to the current service has
commenced and the bus now goes to Coulby Newham and the Parkway Centre. It
appears to be well used. Cllr. Coupe reported he attended a site meeting yesterday
with representatives from Stagecoach, Middlesbrough Council and Tees Valley Connect
regarding the re-positioning of bus stops in Strait Lane and Hemlington Road. New sites
had been identified and the re-positioning will take place in due course.
c) Dog Fouling Problems – New signage had been requested from MBC but has yet to
arrive. Dog fouling problems still exist, most prevalent times being early morning and
late evening. Situation to be monitored.
d) 106 Monies – Cllr. Conroy reported he had recently had several conversations with
Taylor Wimpey and he had been assured that the legal paperwork had been cleared
and the monies would be released by the end of next week at the latest.
e) Parish Council Website – The Clerk reported that he had consulted with other parish
councils and on advice had invited Chris Cutler of CPC-Computing to quote for the
design and hosting of the proposed parish council website. The domain name
www.staintonandthorntonparishcouncil.org.uk had been acquired on request and a
demonstration website had been created. The set-up costs for the site design, pictures
and domain name would be £160 and the website hosting and maintenance fee would
be £25 pcm on a month by month contract.
Resolved: CPC-Computing be engaged to create a website for Stainton & Thornton
Parish Council.
f) Roadside Speed Display Unit – Cllr. Coupe reported Middlesbrough Council had sited
recording equipment on Seamer Road and Thornton Road and in these 20mph areas
the average speed of vehicles was 29.9mph in Seamer Road and 27.7mph in Thornton
1

Road. Recording devices would be sited in Strait Lane and Hemlington Road by MBC in
due course. Middlesbrough Council were also prepared to set up flashing speed display
units on a temporary basis allowing the parish council to digest the viability of
purchasing permanent equipment.
g) Asset Register – Cllr. Conroy reported that he had completed a scrutiny of the Asset
Register based on the decision to disregard any item under the value of £100. The
register also contained some items that should not have been listed as assets. It was
agreed that an uptodate list of parish council assets by compiled in a new Asset Register
and it was noted that Cllr. Conroy was prepared to undertake and manage this task.
Resolved: A new Asset Register to be purchased and then maintained by Cllr.Conroy.
76/18. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council
1. The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Clerk & Councils
Direct, The Clerk.
2. NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all
councillors where appropriate.
3. Financial Statement 9.10.18.
Income since last meeting: £329.00
30.8.18. Plant stall, Gala Day.
13.9.18. Grant from Community Council.

79.00
250.00
329.00
Expenditure (Payments) since last meeting: £585.81
14.8.18.
Memorial Hall (Donation for clock repairs) 100.00
4.9.18.
A.Liddle (Printer inks NP)
27.50
4.9.18.
Water Rates – KGG
11.68
9.9.18.
SLCC (subscription renewal)
41.00
21.9.18.
Hall Hire (Parish Council)
16.00
21.9.18.
Hall Hire (Neighbourhood Plan)
64.00
21.9.18.
Hall Hire (Environment Committee)
32.00
30.9.18.
J.Holmes (Clerk’s salary Sep 2018)
293.63
585.81
Balances: Parish Council £11235.19. Neighbourhood Plan £386.50.
Total: 11621.69
Resolved: All payments aforementioned approved.
77/18 Committee Reports:
a) Planning
i) The appeal by Angela Swift Developments for the construction of 60 apartments
behind the new care home is to be held on 5.12.18. at 10am in the Mandela Room at
MBC when the Government Inspector will hold a public hearing and listen to
arguments by both the Developer and Council. Anyone who had objected to the
planning application would be permitted to attend the hearing.
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ii) Stainton Way Extension – The current local plan had made provision for a spine road
to run from Brookfield to Mandale junction near the A19 to ease traffic flows on the
south of Middlesbrough. There were now objections to this proposal mainly from
residents of new developments in the Brookfield area and an action group were urging
the Council to cancel this project. Following discussion, it was agreed that the
proposed road was vital for traffic flows and any cancellation would have an adverse
effect on the proposed housing development at Stainton Vale Farm.
Resolved: That the Parish Council write to Middlesbrough Council expressing their
support for the proposal of new spine road as an extension of Stainton Way.
b) Environment Committee (aka Green Finger Gang): A report on the meeting held on
25.9.18. was given by Cllr. Coupe. It was noted that a grant of £250 had been received
from the Community Council to assist with the purchase of plants for winter and spring
planting. A hundred or so geraniums had been lifted from the flower beds in the
villages and were currently stored for winter in Stewart Park. Thanks to Nunthorpe
Parish Council for assisting in this matter. The waste bin next to the new seat at
Thornton T junction had been removed and replaced by a new planter.
c) Crime and Disorder: It was noted that thieves had twice visited the parish church
recently and had stolen lead from the church roof. This is in addition to a similar
incident earlier this year when the cost to repair came to £6500.
78/18. Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces: Cllr. Conroy gave a report on the
meeting held on 21.9.18. It was noted that a Big Lottery Grant application for £9650 had been
unsuccessful however this will not affect any further application being made. No decision had
been made as to where to site the restored badger carvings, but it was hoped that the church
will agree to them being sited in the church grounds, visible from the road.
79/18. The Spinney – Fly tipping has been a frequent problem in this area with vehicles
gaining access along the footpath from Hemlington Road and off Stainton Way. Vehicle access
to this area needs to be prevented and it was thought that large rocks would make an
appropriate barrier to vehicles and less costly than a permanent fence. Cllr. Coupe to make
enquiries with MBC.
80/18. Preliminary Budget discussion – The Clerk circulated figures on current and proposed
spending in preparation for a budget submission in the new year. Councillors were requested
to study the figures and make amendments where necessary.
81/18. Christmas Lights – Cllr. Conroy advised that arrangements were in hand for the
Christmas lights to be erected prior to the ‘switch on’ on 30 November. Galliford Try would
assist in putting the lights up and taking them down in the new year however it was noted
that the cost of this operation had risen to £570 plus VAT – a rise of 23.4%. After discussion it
was agreed that the Parish Council will continue to provide the Christmas Lights for the village
and cover the costs involved for this year. Traditionally the lights are switched on by a local
resident and it was suggested that John Cooper be invited to perform this task.
Resolved: The Parish Council will provide and cover the costs of the village Christmas lights
for 2018.
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82/18. Cleveland Local Council Association – The Clerk reported on the meeting held 19.9.18.
at Loftus where the main topic was the recent CLCA meeting with the Tees Valley Mayor, Ben
Houchen. Training for parish councillors was another subject discussed and the possibility of
councillors undergoing training en bloc was to be explored.
83/18. Standards Committee – A representative from the Parish Council was required to
serve on the MBC Standards Committee as and when required.
Resolved: Cllr D. Coupe was nominated to represent the Parish Council on MBC Standards
Committee.
84/18. Polling Stations – Public Consultation – Following correspondence from MBC on this
matter it was agreed that the current arrangements for polling stations at Hemlington Hall
School and the Memorial Hall, Stainton serve the needs of all electors and alternative sites
were not necessary.
Resolved: MBC to be informed that the current polling station arrangements are
satisfactory and suitable for elector needs.
85/18. Date of the 242nd meeting of the Parish Council: Tuesday 11 December 2018. 7pm
in the Memorial Hall.

The Chair formally closed the meeting at 9pm.

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date ..................................

Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
staintonparishcouncil@btinternet.com Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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Minutes of the 242nd meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday, 11
December 2018 at 7pm in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), A. Conroy, C. Dean, A. Cooper, B. Neale, D. Fewtrell, J.
Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
86/18. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – Cllr. D.Coupe (working)
87/18. Public Participation – Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council – None
88/18. The Minutes of the 241st meeting held on Tuesday 9 October 2018 were approved by the
Parish Council and duly signed as a true record by the Chair.
89/18. Matters arising from the above Minutes
a) Neighbourhood Plan – The Chair gave a comprehensive update on the positive progress
made so far by the Neighbourhood Plan Action Group including the recommendations it was
making regarding future development within the parish. After discussion it was agreed that
the Parish Council fully supported the recommendations made by the Action Group and
looked forward to when the Neighbourhood Plan would be submitted for approval in the
New Year. The next meeting of the NP Action Group is scheduled for 18 December.
b) Fly Tipping Problems – The Spinney and other areas of the parish had been the recent target
of fly-tippers. The FSTGS Group had identified measures to prevent vehicle access into The
Spinney and would be consulting with Middlesbrough Council on how best to implement
such measures.
c) Dog Fouling Problems – Problem areas in Stainton had been the recent subject on Social
Media. It was apparent that the dog fouling episodes were occurring late at night or early
morning and residents are to be encouraged to report such incidents to Middlesbrough
Council in the hope that their enforcement team will re-act. The Parish Council would
explore the feasibility of creating a local bye-law to ensure all dogs had to be on a lead on a
public highway. It would also look into the possibility of creating a designated dog exercise
area.
d) 106 Monies – Councillor Alan Conroy reported to the meeting his sincere disappointment at
being unable to get a response or progress from Taylor Wimpey regarding the legal deed
signing process that would trigger the release of 106 money promised to the FSTGS group
from MBC. Having been involved in pursuing this issue since Aug 2018 and later identifying
and speaking to the individual responsible early in November (Russell Hall - Land Director),
all recent attempts at seeking clarification have failed. Several calls and messages left with
TW head office on Teesside have been ignored. Following discussion Council members
agreed that the situation was unsatisfactory and unacceptable and if not resolved a formal
complaint would be lodged. Cllr. Conroy was thanked for persistence in this matter.
e) Parish Council Website – The Clerk reported that new website was up and running and
contained a wide variety of information that the public can freely access. Agendas and
Minutes of Council Meetings, Financial Information and Councillor Information relating to
the parish council can be easily accessed as can minutes of local groups such as the Friends
of Stainton and Thornton Green Spaces, Environment Committee, Neighbourhood Plan
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Action Group and the Community Council. The possibility of using the website to conduct
surveys is to be explored as is accessing the website by QR code.
f) Roadside Speed Display Unit – Following the recent speed survey completed by
Middlesbrough Council speed display units are to be installed on a temporary basis once the
statutory information to residents has been completed. Other avenues of speed control are
to be investigated and Cllr. Neale will liaise with Cllr. Coupe on this matter.
g) Asset Register– It was noted that a new Asset Register had been purchased and Cllr. Conroy
has completed a list of parish council assets and the register was now uptodate. The Asset
Register would be maintained by Cllr. Conroy, who was thanked for his assistance in this
matter.
h) Christmas Lights – The lights were put up and installed in early November by Galliford Try.
The ‘switch on’ occurred on 30 November and the occasion was marked with the usual
celebrations organised by the Management Committee of the Memorial Hall. Although the
cost of installation is now £570 + vat it was agreed that the Parish Council should continue to
fund these costs.
i) Defibrillator Maintenance. - Clerk reported that the pads on the defibrillator, funded by the
Parish Council and located outside the Memorial Hall, have had to be replaced. Although
unused, the pads have to be replaced every two years. Next replacement, if not used will be
in 2020.
90/18. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council
a) The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Clerk & Councils Direct,
The Clerk.
b) NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all
councillors where appropriate.
c) Computer software – Office 365 expires later this month and will need renewal, current
cost £59.99 - £79.99. Purchase approved.
d) Financial Statement 11.12.18.
Income since last meeting: Nil. Expenditure since last meeting: £1243.77
12.10.18.
12.10.18.
31.10.18.
31.10.18.
1.11.18.
3.11.18.
11.11.18.
11.11.18.
22.11.18.
30.11.18.
10.12.18.

Shaw & Sons (Asset Register)
L. Brear (Winter plants)
J. Holmes (Clerk’s salary Oct 2018)
H. Heaviside (Winter plants)
Defib Store (Defibrillator pads)
Baines Jewitt (Professional services)
M. Holmes (Winter plants)
CPC-Computing (Website)
WAVE (Water rates KGG)
J. Holmes (Clerk’s salary Nov 2018)
Prontaprint (Newsletters)

25.74
49.88
293.63
50.00
46.74
38.40
91.94
215.50
12.91
293.63
125.40

Balances: Parish Council £9991.42 Neighbourhood Plan £386.50. Total: 10377.92
Resolved: All payments aforementioned approved
91/18 Committee Reports:
Planning. The appeal by Angela Swift Developments for the construction of 60 assisted living
apartments behind the new care home was held on 5.12.18. in the Mandela Room at MBC
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and attended by Cllrs. Liddle and Coupe as well as local residents. The Chair reported that all
sides put forward good arguments however the final decision by the Planning Inspector
would not be known until March/April 2019.
Two other planning applications have been received: 11 Church Close, Stainton. – 2 storey
extension to side and bay window to front. Ref.No. 18/0745/FUL. – No objection by Parish
Council. 49 Buttercup Grove, Stainton. – Single storey extension to rear. Ref.No.
18/0735/PNH – No objection by Parish Council.
Environment Committee (aka Green Finger Gang) - Following a donation of £250 from the
Community Council the Green Finger Gang had completed the winter planting programme.
It was noted, however, the centre plant in the teardrop bed on Hemlington Road had been
removed by persons unknown. As this was the second occasion within a few months that
plants had been stolen from the same flowerbed the matter was reported to the police
Crime and Disorder - Rose Cottage Farm housing was getting unwanted attention of
opportunist thieves. CCTV had caught a person trying car doors during the early hours. One
vehicle had property stolen. Another vehicle, a van was broken into in Meldyke Lane and
again property was stolen. The police are aware, but it has come the notice of the parish
council that not all incidents are being reported to the police.
Parking issues in Meldyke Lane came to a head recently when, after complaints to
Middlesbrough Council, the Enforcement Team attended, and 2 vehicles were issued with
tickets for obstruction.
92/18. Draft Budget Proposal and Precept – The Clerk had prepared a proposed 2019/2020 budget
based on current spending needs which amounted to £9000. However, it was not known how many
extra new houses were now within the parish, paying council tax. This number to be determined
before setting the Parish Council Precept.
93/18. Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces: Tees Valley Wild Life Trust had recently
attended Kell Gate Green and lifted Flag Iris from the wet area to be replanted at Portrack Marshes
and Preston Park. Peter Chapman from Area Care will be organising a hedge trim in Maelor’s Wood
and there would also be a 5 year tree thinning programme started in the same woodland. Cllr.
Conroy reported that the Church Council had refused permission to site the ‘Stainton Badgers’ in the
grounds of St.Peter and St.Paul. A new site in Strait Lane was now under consideration.
94/18. Date of the 243rd meeting of the Parish Council: Tuesday 12 February 2019. 7pm in the
Memorial Hall.
The Chair formally closed the meeting at 9pm

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date ...............................
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Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
clerk@staintonandthorntonparishcouncil.org.uk Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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Minutes of the 243rd meeting of the Stainton & Thornton Parish Council held on Tuesday,
12 February at 7pm in the Memorial Hall, Stainton
Present: Parish Councillors A. Liddle (Chair), A. Conroy, C. Dean, A. Cooper, B. Neale, D. Fewtrell, D.
Coupe, J. Holmes (Clerk to the Council).
1/19. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – None
2/19. Public Participation – Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council – None
3/19. The Minutes of the 242nd meeting held on Tuesday 11 December 2018 were approved by the
Parish Council and duly signed as a true record by the Chair.
4/19. Matters arising from the above Minutes
a) Neighbourhood Plan – The Chair gave an update on the positive progress made so far by the
Neighbourhood Plan Action Group. The plan was almost ready for printing and the draft
report would be ready in early April. Local public consultation at the village coffee mornings
was planned and the document would be available to view on the parish council website
where comments would be invited. There were sufficient funds left from the original grant
to cover room hire charges for meetings and some administrative costs, however there was
a requirement for necessary mapping costs to TVWLT in the region of £300. As the
Neighbourhood Plan was a parish council remit it was agreed that the mapping costs would
be met by the Parish Council.
b) Middlesbrough Council Local Plan – The Chair reported that 50 – 55 objections to plan had
been lodged with Middlesbrough Council. This would delay submission of the Local Plan until
June at the earliest, but it could be October before it is put before the Council for approval.
c) Fly Tipping Problems – Peter Chapman from Middlesbrough Council was aware of the
problem spots in the village and would be making suggestions for preventative measures
that the FSTGS group could undertake. It was noted that the most recent acts of fly-tipping
had been on Low Lane at the entrance to Stainton Vale. The person(s) responsible had not
been identified although an image was captured by CCTV cameras sited at the Montpellier
Care Home on the opposite side of the road.
d) Dog Fouling Problems – Despite more public awareness, sporadic instances of dog fouling
continues. It was noted that the lack of waste bins on the Rose Cottage development was
down to the fact that the area had not as yet been adopted by Middlesbrough Council.
e) Parking issues – The Middlesbrough Council Enforcement Team were patrolling the area on
a regular basis and issuing parking tickets where necessary. Rob Farnham from
Middlesbrough Council would be attending the Community Council meeting next month to
discuss this issue with residents.
f) 106 Monies – Councillor Alan Conroy reported to the meeting that Taylor Wimpey had
eventually signed off the legal deed process allowing Middlesbrough Council to release the
106 monies to the FSTGS group. Middlesbrough Council had to go through a procurement
process, but he had today been assured that monies would be released within the next 48
hours. When received, the monies will be used not solely for environment projects but also
for village improvements for the benefit of all residents. Cllr. Conroy was again thanked for
his persistence in this matter.
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g) Roadside Speed Display Unit – Councillor David Coupe reported, in response to residents’
concerns, the Durham & Cleveland Road Policing Unit had been in attendance in Stainton
and Thornton over recent weeks with the result that some motorists had been reported for
driving at excess speed. The police will continue to periodically monitor the area and the
dedicated Neighbourhood Police Officer, PCSO Simon French is keen to set up a community
speedwatch with local residents. Middlesbrough Council have promised that 2 roadside
speed display units will be positioned in the villages in the near future.
h) Christmas Lights – Councillor Conroy reported that the village Christmas lights were put up
in November for the festive season, taken down last month and are currently stored in the
Memorial Hall. There had been a few breakages but at present there were approximately 30
spare bulbs. The full display totals nearly 1000 light bulbs and he requested that another 60
poly-carbonate bulbs be purchased (costing about £100) in case replacements are needed
later this year. It was noted that the Christmas Lights ‘switch on’ this year would be on 29
November.
Resolved: Additional 60 lightbulbs be purchased for replacement purposes.
i) Parish Council website – Chair asked if the Parish Council website can be utilised to collect
comments, suggestions and ideas from residents in response to what improvements they
would like to see on matters such as environment and green spaces as outlined by the FSTGS
group and also comment on the Neighbourhood Plan once it was published online. The Clerk
reported that anything that required a public response could easily be ‘headlined’ on the
Homepage of the website and any response could be actioned on the ‘Contact Us’ page.
5/19. The Report of the Clerk to the Parish Council
1. The following magazines are on circulation to Parish Councillors: Clerk & Councils Direct, The
Clerk.
2. NALC circulars and information received from CLCA have been forwarded to all councillors where
appropriate.
3. VAT refund claim to HMRC. (1.2.18.-31.1.19.). £167.87 submitted 3.2.19 – not yet received.
4. AGAR returns 2018/19 – Mazars are holding an update session regarding AGAR submissions on 3
April 2019 at County Hall, Durham. I anticipate attending this event.
5. Financial Statement 12.2.19.
Income since last meeting: Nil. Expenditure since last meeting: £1535.77
13.12.18. Galliford Try
Xmas Lights
355
684.12
13.12.18. Memorial Hall
Hall Hire
356
96.00
31.12.18. J.Holmes
Clerks Salary (Dec)
357
293.63
31.12.18. J.Holmes
Office 365 software
358
79.99
16.1.19.
C.Cutler
Website management 359
50.00
19.1.19.
Baines Jewitt
Professional Services
360
38.40
31.1.19.
J.Holmes
Clerks Salary (Jan)
361
293.63
1535.77
Balances: Parish Council £8519.65 Neighbourhood Plan £322.50
Resolved: All payments aforementioned approved.
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Total: £8842.15

6/19. Committee Reports:
Planning. Recent planning applications received – No decision as yet made by MBC Planning.
19/0085/FUL. 5 Greenacres – Single storey extension to front and rear
18/0797/FUL. 49 Buttercup Grove – Extension to rear.
19/0079/FUL. 2 Roseberry Drive – Construction of new garage
No objections by Parish Council.
To note Planning Refusal by Middlesbrough Council
19/0028/TCA. 21 Maltby Road – Reduction works to silver birch tree in rear garden.
To note that the Planning Inspector dismissed the appeal by Angela Swift Developments to
construct 60 assisted living apartments on land behind Montpellier Care Home off Strait
Lane.
Environment Committee (aka Green Finger Gang) – To note that Middlesbrough Council
were currently removing diseased trees in Fawcett Avenue and Roseberry Drive. The next
meeting of the environment committee was provisionally scheduled for 6.30pm Friday 1
March in the Memorial Hall.
Crime and Disorder – PCSO Simon French was making regular day and evening patrols in the
area as the new dedicated neighbourhood officer to Stainton and Thornton. There have
been no recent incidents of persons acting suspiciously around unattended motor vehicles.
It is believed that the person responsible for previous similar incidents has been
apprehended.
7/19. Parish Council Precept – The Clerk reminded councillors that the parish council budget for
2019/20 had been agreed and set at £9395. The Parish Council at their last meeting had decided not
to increase the precept which would remain at £9.31 per household, as per last year. The number of
properties has increased by 55 to 779 so the precept has been set for 2019/20 at £7252. There
would also be a Council Tax Support Grant payable to the parish council, but this amount is not yet
known. The shortfall between the precept and the budget would be taken from Parish Council
reserves
8/19. Friends of Stainton & Thornton Green Spaces: The Minutes of the FSTGS meeting held
14.1.19. were noted. The ‘Stainton Badgers’ have been re-sited in Strait Lane, much to the approval
of local residents. The One Planet Pioneers and the Friends working group would be clearing
up/cutting back in the Churchyard, this Thursday (14 February) and Tees Valley WLT will be hosting a
‘Winter Warmers’ day in Maelor’s Wood next week (21 February) hopefully attended by children in
the half-term holidays.
9/19. Cleveland Local Councils Association – The Chair reported on the AGM of the CLCA which was
held 6.2.19. at the Cleveland Community Safety Hub. Tees Valley Rural Action run a volunteer car
scheme which provides a door to door car service for people over the age of 60 or people with
mobility problems who cannot access public transport. Volunteer drivers are urgently wanted for the
Stockton area. Anyone interested or requiring further details should contact 01642 213852 or
info@teesvalleyruralaction.co.uk
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10/19. Hemlington Grange Housing Development – This housing development off the Stokesley
Road falls with the Stainton & Thornton parish council boundary. Currently there are two housing
developers on site. Taylor Wimpey have just completed their Phase 1, 124 properties with 105
occupied. Phase 2 (145 properties) is due to start in April and it is expected 25 of these will be
occupied by December. Persimmon Homes are building 149 properties with 36 currently occupied.
Eventually there will be over 400 houses on these sites with many more in pipeline. Councillors
discussed various ways of delivering parish council services to this area and in the first instance it
was decided to include all the occupied properties in the quarterly village newsletter distribution. An
invitation to an open meeting possibly at the Community Safety Hub would also be considered if
sufficient interest was shown.
11/19. Sporting Lodge – A Corporate Membership invitation to the Parish Council from the
Management at the Sporting Lodge Hotel on Low Lane had been received. Such membership would
qualify for discounts on certain goods and services. However, Councillors decided such a scheme was
inappropriate for the Parish Council to be involved with, but it may appeal to residents who attend
the Community Council meetings.
12/19. Clerk to the Council – Hours of work. The Chair wished to clarify the position regarding the
current Clerk’s hours of work. The previous Clerk’s hours of work totalled 208 over a 12 month
period. At the Parish Council meeting held 14.8.18. Councillors decided that owing to the increase in
the workload of the Clerk the hours of work should equate to 7 hours a week which was a significant
increase over the previous clerk’s hours, however the salary scale point would remain the same.
Subsequently the rise in salary expenditure by the increased hours was reflected in the budget
process for 2019/20.
13/19. Parish Council Elections 2019 – The Clerk reminded Councillors that Parish Council elections
would take place on Thursday 2 May. Procedural information would be distributed to each
Councillor once it was received from Middlesbrough Council.
14/19. Dates for future Meetings – all 7pm in the Memorial Hall.
Tuesday 12 March. Parish Assembly (Joint meeting of Parish and Community Councils)
Tuesday 9 April. Parish Council Meeting.
Tuesday 7 May. Annual General Meeting of Community Council and first day of office for newly
elected parish councillors.
Tuesday 15 May. Parish Council Annual Meeting.
Tuesday 11 June. Parish Council Meeting.

The Chair formally closed the meeting at 9. 15pm

Agreed and signed as a true record ...............................................Date .....................................

Minutes taken by: J. Holmes, Clerk to the Council, 13 Strait Lane, Stainton, TS8 9BB. Email:
clerk@staintonandthorntonparishcouncil.org.uk Tel: 01642 296060. 07980 572115.
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STAINTON and THORNTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHAIR 2018-2019
From our AGM in May 2018, Stainton and Thornton Parish Council met on six occasions for
standard business meetings, once for our AGM and once as a joint meeting with the Community
Council for our Parish Assembly. The attendance rate by councillors was in excess of 80%.
Jim Holmes, previous parish councillor and acting parish clerk, commenced his new contract of
employment from 1st September 2018 and has been instrumental in getting our parish website up
and running. The website at www.staintonandthorntonparishcouncil.org.uk is proving very
successful with details of meetings and minutes of meetings, not just from the parish council, but
all our local groups, being published on a regular basis.
The council continue to financially support The Friends of Stainton and Thornton Green Spaces to
the tune of £200.00 p.a. for their day to day running costs and £500.00 p.a. for the maintenance of
street furniture, notice boards, seats etc. The parish council kept the unit levy per household the
same as in previous years and would intend no increase in the 2019-2020 financial year.
The village continues to expand, with the Taylor Wimpey site at Rose Cottage phase 3 being well
under way and not too far from completion. The Taylor Wimpey and Persimmon sites on
Hemlington Grange (still part of the parish) have also seen a rapid number of houses being built
and occupied. An extra 200 or so houses are now officially part of the parish.
The Montpelier Manor Care Home, built by Swift Healthcare but subsequently sold to MHA, has
been finished and currently has a number of residents. The site next door, still owned by Swift
Healthcare, was the subject of a planning appeal, by Swift, for the building of 64 assisted living
accommodation units, was refused by the Bristol Planning Inspectorate.
The parish council continue to work with a group of local residents and other councillors to put
together the Stainton and Thornton Neighbourhood Plan. This tries to lay down guidelines on how
we would like to see the villages develop or not as the case may be. The group are trying to work
as closely as possible with MBC to try and achieve a satisfactory outcome for both to achieve their
aims. Following the recent borough council elections, the MBC Local Plan may be altered, which in
turn may result in a slight delay of our Neighbourhood Plan.
As in previous years, the parish council have installed Christmas Lights in Meldyke Lane and in
conjunction with the chapel, Stainton Inn and the Memorial Hall have provided a very festive look
to the village over the Christmas and New Year period.
Anti-social behaviour in the Quarry and our other green spaces, Maelor's Wood and the Spinney
continues to be a problem particularly during the fine weather and the light nights of summer.
PCSO Simon French and the rest of the police team are doing their best to keep on top of the
situation, but with limited resources damage etc. still remains a problem.
The other major problem is that of dog fouling. Despite the many pleas to dog owners to clear up
after their animals, the minority of dog owners are giving the more responsible dog owners a bad
name. We know that it is a question of education and the problem is not just borough wide but
nationwide. We will continue our pressure with MBC for more dog patrols and subsequent
prosecutions to try and clean up our villages.
The £20,000.00 106 money from phase three of Rose Cottage Farm development has eventually
been paid to the Friends Group who will carry out a programme of footpath improvements and
environment projects over the coming months.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the Parish Councillors for their help and support throughout the
year.
Alan Liddle. Chair
Stainton and Thornton Parish Council. 2018-2019.

